MAKING A SUBMISSION

Whritten submissions will be received until |9 July 2004. These submissions will be considered in
detail by VEAC in developing the Final Report to the Minister for the Environment for a single,
larger national park in the Otways and other public land use categories in the study area.

Submissions responding to the Draft Proposals Paper close on |9 July 2004.
Submissions should be directed to:

Executive Officer

Victorian Environmental Assessment Council
Level 3, 250 Victoria Parade

East Melbourne Vic 3002

Or via e-mail: veac@dse.vic.gov.au or Fax (03) 9412 5153
For general enquiries VEAC can be contacted on phone (03) 9412 5100 or Free Call 1800 134 803

NOTE THAT ONLY SUBMISSIONS SENT DIRECTLY TO VEAC CAN BE TREATED
AS SUBMISSIONS.

Unless specifically requested otherwise, all submissions to the Council will become public
documents. If you wish your submission to be considered confidential, a written request with
justification must accompany the submission. If the confidentiality request is not accepted,
your submission will be returned to you.

Information contained in submissions may also be stored and used by VEAC or the
Department of Sustainability and Environment, for purposes relating to the Angahook-Otway
Investigation and subsequent government consideration of matters related to the investigation.

Availability of the Discussion Paper

The Discussion Paper costs $10 plus postage where applicable (including GST). Copies can IVI A K E YO l | R IVI A R K

be obtained from Department of Sustainability and Environment and Parks Victoria offices in

the study area and Colac and Geelong, or from: I
ON THE PARK!

DSE INFORMATION CENTRE INFORMATION VICTORIA
8 Nicholson Street, East Melbourne Vic 3002 356 Collins Street, Melbourne Vic 3000
Telephone: (03) 9637 8325 E-mail: bookshop@dpc.vic.gov.au
E-mail: publication.sales@dse.vic.gov.au or for phone orders 1300 366 356

(local call charge) :

. . May 2004 The Draft Proposals Paper contains proposals for a

The report is also available on the new 100,000 ha Otway Ranges National Park and other

ISBN | 74106 929 7 VEAC website: www.veac.vic.gov.au public land use changes.

SUBMISSIONS DUE BY 19 JULY 2004.

See inside for details on how to make a submission
and make your mark on the future of the Otways.



THE VISION FOR THE OTWAYS:

VEAC has used the following vision to guide the
preparation of its draft proposals:

The public land of the Otways will become an inspiring
example of sustainable and integrated land use and
deliver enhanced environmental and socio-economic
outcomes. Its core will be a new ‘single national park’ of
magnificent forests and beautiful landscapes, which will
permanently protect and conserve the full range of
ecosystems and biodiversity in the Otway Ranges.
Together with the Great Ocean Road, the park will be
a focus for tourists and involve the local and wider
community. The role and importance of other areas of
natural vegetation for biodiversity, soil and water
conservation and local landscape amenity will be
recognised, and opportunities provided for recreational
pursuits reliant upon, or enhanced by, natural
environments. Other services and goods that can only
be, or are best sourced, from the public lands of the
study area will be provided for in a sustainable manner.

THE ANGAHOOK-OTWAY
INVESTIGATION

The Angahook-Otway Investigation is considering the
establishment of a single national park in the Otways and other
public land use changes in the region. The Minister for the
Environment requested VEAC undertake the Investigation —
including the preparation of a Discussion Paper, a Draft
Proposals Paper and a Final Report — on |7 February 2003.

VEAC published a Discussion Paper in September 2003 which
outlined the geographic, natural and cultural values of the
Otways, the current public land use in the region and its social,
leisure, residential and economic interests.

In response to calls by VEAC for the community to ‘have its say’
about the future of the Angahook-Otway region and the
Discussion Paper itself, more than 660 submissions were
received. Submissions varied from those strongly in favour of a
new, large national park to those who felt there were already
enough national parks in the region, with concerns over access
for recreational and commercial activities.

THE DRAFT PROPOSALS PAPER

The release of the Draft Proposals Paper is another step forward
in securing the Otways' future — with the setting of proposed
park boundaries and other public land use changes.

In addition to the development of a single large national park, the
Investigation seeks to introduce proposals that will enable future
generations to enjoy the unique characteristics of the Otways —
the lush rainforest, exciting surf beaches, cascading waterfalls and
world-class tourism facilities — that we enjoy today.

VEAC's over-riding principle is to balance the need to maintain
the unique environmental, natural and cultural values for which
the Otways is so highly prized with the ongoing ability and
resources to support a thriving residential, commercial and
tourism region both along the coast and in the hinterland.

In preparing the Draft Proposals Paper, VEAC Councillors and
staff have carefully considered the 1,100 submissions received to
date and weighed up the information and views put forward—
and worked through alternative concepts and boundaries to
respond to the issues raised.

In the Draft Proposals Paper, VEAC has proposed that the great
majority of public land in the Otways (146,005 ha) be included
within an over-arching Otways Park. Moreover, the public land
under the umbrella of the Otways Park is proposed to have just
two distinctions of land use — that of a single national park and
a new land-use category, the suggested name for which is
"Forest Park".

VEAC believes its proposals will result in permanent protection
and conservation of the full range of ecosystems and
biodiversity in the Otway Ranges, and provide for recreation,
industry and commercial uses.

With the completion of the second of three reports to be
published by VEAC, there is a further opportunity for
community feedback, which closes on Monday, |9 July 2004.

Following the careful consideration of all submissions received,
VEAC will prepare its final report, which must be received
by the Minister for the Environment by 3 September 2004.
The Minister will release the report to the public within seven
days, and the Government then has six months to respond to
VEAC's recommendations.

COMMUNITY & STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION

Many people want to have their say about the future
management of a precious region like the Otways. Community
consultation is an integral part of the Angahook-Otway
Investigation.

To date, two submission periods have been completed. Over
470 submissions were received in response to the Notice of
Investigation, including 21 submissions responding to what was
then the Angahook-Lorne Investigation. Over 660 submissions
were received in response to the Discussion Paper. These
submissions contained an enormous amount of valuable
information and contributed substantially to development of the
proposals in this Paper.

VEAC is again calling for the public to ‘make its mark’ on the
future of the Otways by forwarding a submission in response to

the Draft Proposals Paper. This round of community consultation
represents the community’s last chance to take part in VEAC's
consultation process.

Submissions responding to the Draft Proposals Paper must be
received by VEAC by 19 July 2004.

To encourage community and stakeholder submissions, VEAC
will again be hosting a series of open house community forums
within the study area. The forums will provide an opportunity to
gain greater insight into the rationale behind VEAC's draft
proposals, to meet with VEAC Councillors and staff and to
provide feedback directly to VEAC.

The community forums will occur in early to mid June and will
be advertised in local newspapers and on www.veac.vic.gov.au

VEAC’s public consultation process for the Angahook-Otway Investigation

|7 February 2003

State Government request to VEAC for Angahook-Otway Investigation

22 February 2003

Notice of Investigation published in local and statewide papers

-

65 day formal submission period

A J

September 2003
Publication of Discussion Paper

(to 28 April 2003)

65 day formal submission period

-
-

A J

May 2004
Publication of Draft Proposals Paper

-

(to 5 December 2003)

60 day formal submission

A

3 September 2004
Final Report to State Government

period (to 19 July 2004)

State Government considers VEAC’s recommendations




Summary Table of VEAC Angahook-Otway Draft Proposals for Public Land Categories

Category Existing Proposed
Area (ha) Area (ha)
Otway Park (146,005 ha proposed)
National Park 11,755 98,205
Forest Park - 47,800
Other Public Land
State Park 26,935 0
Regional Park 665 0
Nature Conservation Reserve 6570 3400
Coastal Reserve 4100 3515
Natural Features Reserve 7170 670
Water Production 905 1090
Historic and Cultural Features Reserve 1230 0
Community Use Area 1170 620
State Forest 92,030 0
Plantation (not leased or licensed) 100 0
Earth Resources 445 330
Services and Utilities 415 445
Uncategorised Public Land 3595 480
Land Not Required for Public Purposes (not shown on map) 2780 2780
Total Extent of Public Land included in the Investigation 158,975 159,335
Public Land Leased or Licensed for Plantations 5715 5815
— not included in the Investigation
Freehold 172,810 172,260
Total Extent of Study Area 337,725 337,410
Overlays (areas included in the totals above)
Reference Area (in various categories above) 2170 3150
Heritage River (in various categories above) 820 1160

Note: Some existing areas differ from the Discussion Paper; reflecting corrections to public land parcel status.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Victorian Environmental Assessment Council Act 2001

Pursuant to section |5 of the Victorian Environmental Assessment Council
Act 2001 (the VEAC Act), the Minister for the Environment hereby
amends the request to the Victorian Environmental Assessment Council
made by the former Minister for Environment and Conservation
concerning the Angahook-Lorne State Park dated 8 September 2002.

The Victorian Environmental Assessment Council is now requested to
carry out an investigation of the public land landward of low watermark

within the Otway Ranges area shown on the accompanying plan.

The purpose of the investigation is to determine the boundaries of:

(@) a single national park in the Otway Ranges including public land
extending from Anglesea to Cape Otway, specifying whether or not the
Great Ocean Road should be included in the park; and

(b) any other public land currently managed as State Forest which would
be suitable for addition to existing State Parks or nature conservation
reserves, or for inclusion in new conservation reserves once native forest

logging ceases in the Otways.

The Council is required to prepare a discussion paper and draft
proposals paper and to submit a written report on the results of its

investigation by 3 September 2004.

In addition to the considerations specified in section |18 of the VEAC Act,
the Council must also take into consideration the following matters:

* Victorian Government's policies with regard to logging and

woodchipping in the Otways;

* definition of ‘national park’ used by the former Land Conservation

Council and the former Environment Conservation Council;

* objects of the National Parks Act with respect to national parks;

* Victorian Coastal Strategy 2002;

* Victorian Government's Great Ocean Road Region Strategy;

* Great Ocean Road Regional Tourism Development Plan;

* Anglesea Heathland Agreement between the Secretary to the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment and Alcoa

Australia Limited;

* relevant regional catchment strategies.

SUMMARY OF DRAFT PROPOSALS

The Otways Park

VEAC has adopted an innovative approach with the aim of integrating and simplifying public land use in the Otways.
Firstly, VEAC has proposed that the great majority of public land in the Otways (146,005 ha) be included within an
over-arching Otways Park—to create a focus for coordinated and integrated management. VEAC has further
simplified public land use by assigning the public lands encompassed by the umbrella Otways Park to just two units—
a single national park and a new land-use category, the suggested name for which is "Forest Park".

The proposed Otway Ranges National Park covers 98,205 ha linking the existing Otway National Park, and
Angahook-Lorne, Carlisle and Melba Gully State Parks, state forest areas and smaller reserves.The proposed national
park will provide for biodiversity conservation and a range of exciting opportunities for visitors to the region and
encompasses a range of environments, including magnificent mountain forests, spectacular coastal views along the
Great Ocean Road and much-loved inland waterfalls.

The Otway Forest Park encompasses some 47,800 ha and provides for recreation, nature conservation and minor
resource utilisation. This new category is similar to the existing state forest and regional park categories, and is
proposed in response to the desire for a diverse range of recreation activities in the natural environments of the
Otways. Compared to state forest, the forest park category is focussed more strongly on recreational use and
protection of natural values, and significantly less so on commercial resources.

Conservation Reserve System

VEAC is proposing to almost double the total area of permanent conservation reserves from the existing 49,355
ha to 101,960 ha. The total area with the highest level of protection—in national or state parks—is proposed to
increase from 38,810 ha to 98,205 ha.

The proposed reserve system has been designed to maximise protection of natural values, particularly where
protection in reserves is a key conservation requirement. This approach results in much better representation of
threatened species sensitive to major habitat disturbance and requiring large contiguous areas of habitat (such as
the spot-tailed quoll and masked owl) than is currently the case.

In addition, the proposed reserve system significantly increases the representation of a number of key vegetation
types that are currently poorly protected in permanent reserves: lowland forest, herb-rich foothill forest, riparian
forest and cool temperate rainforest, for example.

Outside the permanent conservation reserve system, the Otway Forest Park will also offer protection for natural
values. Here, significant values at particular sites—such as waterfalls, historic places, threatened species and poorly
represented vegetation types—will be required to be protected. Furthermore, reduced emphasis on commercial
resource utilisation (particularly after the phase-out of logging and woodchipping by 2008) will reduce pressure on
natural values.

Finally, the umbrella Otways Park will enhance biodiversity conservation by improving arrangements for
management, for instance by enabling co-ordinated control of pest plants and animals.

Recreational Access

The Otways region is an important and popular location for a
wide range of recreational pursuits from fishing and four
wheel driving to walking and birdwatching. VEAC keenly
appreciates the need to ensure that opportunities for such
activities are maintained under its proposals.

A key objective of the proposed forest park is to provide
opportunities for recreational pursuits in enjoyable natural
settings. Dog walking, dispersed camping, trail and mountain
bike riding and hunting are some of the activities that are
specifically catered for within the proposed forest park. More
passive undertakings like nature study, walking and sightseeing
will also be available to those taking advantage of the
considerable natural assets of the forest park.

The proposed national park, while protecting conservation
values, also offers facilities and access to key natural assets
such as waterfalls and rainforest. Provision of access for many
popular recreational pursuits including four wheel driving will
continue on the roads across the Otways. Localised areas
within the proposed national park can accommodate activities
such as horse-riding and dog walking that, more generally, are
not compatible with national park values.

Industries and Commercial Uses

In preparing its proposals, VEAC has worked to minimise
the negative effects on industries operating on public land in
the Otways. Establishment of the Otways Park will offer
benefits to many industries operating on public land

through improved management of that land, and simpler
administrative and planning arrangements. In summary,
implications for each industry are as follows:

Tourism: Tourism is the largest industry in the Otways, and
VEAC's proposals will allow this dynamic industry to continue
its rapid expansion while ensuring that the natural values on
which it depends are protected.

Sawlog and Woodchip Harvesting: Sawlogging and
woodchipping will be allowed in the proposed forest park
until 2008 when the Government's phase-out of these
industries from public land in the Otways will come into effect.

Minor Forest Produce: Large areas of forest park are proposed
to continue to remain available for firewood and other minor
forest produce such as tea tree stakes. Some areas close to
Colac—the area of main demand for firewood—are proposed
for inclusion in the national park and will not be available for
minor forest produce. This change may displace some firewood
production to more distant areas.

Extraction of Sand, Gravel and Stone: The Otways public
lands are an important source for many extractive industry
products and no current operations will be adversely affected
by the proposals.

Mining and Exploration: There are no operating mines on
public land in the Otways, although some public land is subject
to exploration licences. It is proposed that these existing
tenements continue in accordance with existing practice.

Agriculture: Over 97% of the 540 current grazing licences will
be unaffected by the proposals. However, the proposals will
result in cancellation of all or part of |6 licences, covering
about 126 ha, less than 60 ha of which is actually grazed.

Apiculture: While large areas near the three current bee-
keeping sites will be available for apiculture, the sites
themselves are proposed to be included in the Otway Ranges
National Park and closed.

Great Ocean Road

The Great Ocean Road, and the towns, countryside and
spectacular natural environment that it traverses, is a
tremendous asset to the local and broader community. The very
attractiveness of this asset, however is placing great pressure on
the road itself—traffic frequently exceeds the road's capacity and
unless coordinated, development of the road and the region
could threaten the region’s character and natural environment. It
is VEAC's strong view that the general character of the road and
the region should be maintained and, in particular, that
protection of the natural environment is paramount.

To this end VEAC is proposing that the Great Ocean Road be
restricted to a defined road reserve, that roadside vegetation
be managed cooperatively between the managers of the road
(VicRoads) and of adjoining public land, and that any works
outside that road reserve require the consent of the adjoining
public land manager. To maintain the existing clarity, workability
and consistency of management along its length, it is proposed
that the Great Ocean not be included in the Otway Ranges
National Park.
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